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White House envisions Pompeo 
as secretary of state within weeks 


House chief of staff. 

The plan would place Pompeo 
at the center of American for- 
eign policy. Pompeo says the 
West faces an increasing num- 
ber of threats. He has projected 
a militant view of American 
power in the past, arguing in 
favor of keeping open Guanta- 


rise from Wichita congressman 
to CIA director to the nation’s 
top diplomat in potentially less 
than a year. 

A plan under discussion calls 
for Secretary of State Rex Til- 
lerson to be forced out and be 
replaced with Pompeo, possibly 
within weeks, according to ad- 


ministration officials cited by 
The New York Times, The 
Washington Post and the Asso- 
ciated Press. 

The Times said it was not 
immediately clear whether Pres- 
ident Donald Trump had given 
final approval to the plan devel- 
oped by John F. Kelly, the White 


BY JONATHAN SHORMAN AND 
ANITA KUMAR 


McClatchy 


The White House is preparing 
a plan to make Mike Pompeo 
the secretary of state, according 
to multiple reports. 

The move would cap a rapid 


namo Bay, rejecting the idea 
America engaged in torture 
following 9/11 and making con- 
troversial comments about Mus- 
lims. 

White House spokeswoman 
Sarah Huckabee Sanders said 
Thursday that Trump still has 
confidence in Tillerson. She 
made no mention of Pompeo at 
a daily briefing. 

“When the president loses 
confidence in somebody, he’ll 
no longer be here,” she said. 

State Department spokeswo- 
man Heather Nauert said Kelly 


SEE POMPEO, 8A 
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Students from Grandview School District’s FOCUS program celebrate winning the fourth Battle of the Brains 


PERN 


competition with a project called “The Big Brain Theory,” during the announcement at Union Station on 
Thursday in Kansas City, Mo. 


Gifted Grandview elementary students win fourth Battle of the Brains, 8A 


First look at 
KCI pact ‘like 
putting on an 
engagement 
ring 


BY BILL TURQUE AND STEVE 
VOCKRODT 


bturque@kcstar.com, 
svockrodt@kcstar.com 


The Kansas City Council got 
its first look Thursday at the 
document detailing when and 
how the new single terminal at 
KCI will be built, including goals 
for employment of minority- 
and women-owned firms. 

The 50-page document, 
called a memorandum of under- 
standing, is not the final word 
on the long-debated venture. It 
offers no specifics about how 
the developer, Edgemoor Infra- 
structure & Real Estate, plans to 
make good on its promise to 
finance the entire $1 billion 
project. 

It also lacks hard numbers on 
how many jobs will be created, 
something officials say won’t be 
available until the terminal’s 
design is complete. 

Those provisions will have to 
wait for two other development 
agreements, an interim version 
and a final accord, to be com- 
pleted over the next six to nine 
months. 

“Tt’s like putting on an en- 
gagement ring,” Mayor Pro Tem 
Scott Wagner said of the mem- 
orandum. 


SEE KCI, 3A 


NATION & WORLD 


GOP TAX PLAN 
HITS SNAG 


The GOP’s fast-moving 
effort to overhaul the tax 
code hit an unexpected 


Marine killed in WWII 
finally comes home, to 
rest by his mother’s side 


rest. So she arranged for a burial 


roadblock Thursday BY DONALD BRADLEY plot next to her own at Mt. Mo- 
evening. 8A dbrddley@kcstar:com riah Cemetery in south Kansas 
City. She died in 1952. 
Roxy Ann Tolson died want- For 60 some years, it ap- 
ing her son to come home to peared the other plot would be a 
E her. futile gesture of a mother’s 
JENEE OSTERHELDT He was so young when he heart. Then, just recently on the 


island of Betio in the South 
Pacific, a man decided to build a 
carport. 

In his digging, he found the 
rusty, dirt-eaten dog tags of U.S. 
Marine “D.R. Tolson 319208.” 

On Friday, Dec. 1, family 
members will meet a plane on 
the tarmac at KCI. Roxy Tol- 


went off to fight. Roxy knew 
she’d lost him. Word had come 
that Donald Tolson had been 
killed in action. Along with word 
that his body could not be 
found, adding his family’s peace 
to the long list of casualties from 
the world’s greatest war. 

But Roxy never gave up hope 
that someday, somehow, he 


TRUMP’S WAR 
FOR CHRISTMAS 


“Happy Holidays” is not 
a weapon, but Trump 
made it one. He made 
Christmas a campaign 


SUBMITTED 


Donald Tolson was two weeks 
past his 18th birthday when he 
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CONTRACT OVER 
AT YEAR'S END 


The Johnson County 
Commission votes not to 
renew County Manager 
Hannes Zacharias’ 
contract. 4A 


NATION & WORLD 


JIM NABORS 
DEAD AT 87 


His down-home comedy 
carried him to fame as 
TV’s Gomer Pyle, and his 
operatic voice made him 


ploy. 12A would come back to her for final SEE MARINE, 2A joined the Marine Corps. a Las Vegas favorite. 8A 
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